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What's new
AT CCWS

You Are Invited! Virtual Annual Auction & Banquet
September 14, 2020 - More info Coming Soon!
Fall Family 5K Run Walk for Life - Registration
Information Coming Soon!
Cards for a Cause Fundraiser Happening Now - Learn
more at ccwsmedical.org/events
Virtual Baby Bottle Campaigns Going On Now contact michelle@ccwsmedical.org for more info!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
FROM A DISTANCE!
Sign up for our prayer chain
Donate essentials from our Amazon gift registry:
shorturl.at/giHJO
Donate essentials from our Walmart wish list:
shorturl.at/uGVW0
Be a church liaison for a virtual baby bottle campaign
or organize a campaign for your school, scout troop or
business this fall
Designate CCWS as your Amazon charity
Help with administrative tasks from the comfort of
your own home (mailings, folding letters, etc)
Check with your employer matching gift programs
Give a gift of stock
Include CCWS in your estate plan
Join our weekly Zoom prayer & devotional team
Tell your friends about us! YOU have the power to
spread the news about this life-saving mission.
Like and share our Facebook posts, forward our emails,
have conversations. Your friends and family care
about what you care about. Use your power of
influence for good!
EMAIL MICHELLE@CCWSMEDICAL.ORG
FOR MORE INFO!

Official Newsletter of Chester County Women's Services
A NOTE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
By Myriam Ruager

A question that I am often asked these days is whether or not CCWS is open during the pandemic? The
resounding answer is YES! We are a CRISIS pregnancy center, and what a better time for us to serve
those in crisis than now. We were made for this. In fact, statistics show us that as men and women are
facing economic distress and have health concerns linked to the pandemic, they are considering
abortion at an alarming rate.
Our staff is prepared and offering services as follows: Essential medical appointments are being
served in all three of our centers (with strict adherence to social distancing guidelines); non-essential
medical appointments are being offered via Telehealth visits or depending on their need, being
referred to our friends at the Chester County OB/GYN Clinic; educational classes and one-on-one
support is happening virtually through Zoom; and both clients and non-clients are using non-contact
porch pickup for material assistance for items such as diapers, wipes, formula and personal hygiene
items. In fact, in the past two months each client has received four emergency bags filled with these
essentials, and diaper giveaways are providing essentials for any non-client community members.
While our services have adapted to the changing needs of those in our community, our mission
remains the same. We exist to educate and empower individuals and their families to makes lifeaffirming choices.
Having the opportunity to serve the community in these unique ways is providing new possibilities for
those who were not able to come to the center pre-pandemic due to to transportation issues or work
scheduling conflicts. Now they have the opportunity to meet with us virtually at a time that works
with their schedule. Our reach is extending further into the greater Chester County area as the need
for our services continues to grow. And that assistance is only available because of the generosity of
our giving donors - YOU! With your
prayer and financial support families are being provided for, families are finding hope,
and lives are being saved, both physically and spiritually. Thank you for your continued
support in this mission-critical time. Now more than ever, CCWS is available, sharing
the love of Christ with those in crisis.
May God continue to bless you as you bless others,

Myriam

Kennett Square
Renovations Complete!

Ribbon cutting ceremony on February 14, 2020. Pictured from left, CCWS Board
President Ken Hunt, Board Member Jason Matthews, Family Cornerstone Foundation
Founder William Matthews, and CCWS Executive Director, Myriam Ruager.

On February 14, 2020 CCWS held an Open House at our brand new
Kennett Square location to celebrate its grand opening. The
building, located at 203 S. Walnut St., was purchased by the Family
Cornerstone Foundation and is being leased to the ministry at a
modest cost.
A building campaign to raise $68,000 was created to pay for the
needed renovations. An anonymous donor agreed to match dollarfor-dollar, up to $34,000, allowing CCWS to reach the $68,000 goal
in a swift manner. In less than one month, all the money had been
raised and the property was transformed into a beautiful medical
facility ready to serve the greater Kennett Square community.
The Kennett Square location is our fastest growing center. Having
served over 1,000 appointments at our old, smaller Kennett
location, we had an immense need to expand our space. In fact, the
number of appointments increased 430% from 2016 - 2019.

CCWS was built to handle crisis. It is what we do best. As COVID-19 quickly unfolded this spring, we
implemented an all hands on deck approach to assist those facing emotional, financial, and economic
distress. An emergency COVID-19 fund was established, as well as a Walmart Wish List and Amazon
Registry in which donations can be shipped directly to the CCWS offices for a contactless donation!
Every penny donated and gift given to this fund has been used to go provide relief to those in our
community feeling the effects of the pandemic. We have also applied for and received COVID-19 grant
funding from local funders, and have had several churches make a financial donation to this fund.
(See article on next page regarding CARES Act funding.)
To-date, we have received over $16,000 in this fund, and with it families are receiving essential items
for their children, including diapers, wipes, formula, diaper cream, baby soap, and shampoo, and
essentials for the older children and parents, including soap, shampoo, feminine hygiene items, and
deodorant.
We are also able to help families who are having trouble paying a utility bill or rental payment. In fact,
each of our client families are receiving emergency bags filled a supply of essentials, and we are doing
this every two weeks to provide ongoing support through these rough times.
Prior to the pandemic, more than half of our client families were earning less than $10,000 per year,
and now with many of them out of work, having the opportunity to help them in this way has been an
even greater blessing for us, as we see them and their children being cared for and supported. It is
because of your support that these families are being taken care of. We are all in this together - for
life!

We invite you to stop by (post-pandemic) to take a tour and learn
more about the lives being transformed and saved in the Kennett
community because of your support to the CCWS ministry!

Thank you for the diapers for
my babies!! It is so greatly
appreciated during this crazy
time!! Everyone was so
friendly and helpful and of
course excited! Such an easy
quick process I was in and
out in less than 3 minutes! I
thought it was going to take
much much longer!! Thank
you for all you guys are
doing, stay safe and have a
great day guys!!
- Savannah

CARES ACT INFO

Volunteer Spotlight

By Development Director, Michelle Maloney
When speaking with potential funders and donors in recent weeks I am asked if
CCWS applied for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) from the CARES ACT. The
answer to this question is no. Because of the sensitive nature of our business we
chose not to apply for this funding. In the 35 years that we have been in existence we

have never been funded by government money and we want to remain 100% separate from the government.
This allows CCWS to operate freely, without government dictating what we are/are not allowed to say to our
clients. To reduce the risk of a 'strings attached' bail-out from the government, we chose to forgo the funding,
trusting God will provide for all our needs.

CLIENT TESTIMONY

Autumn* is the mother of five children, ages one through 19. She has been coming
to CCWS for support for a number of years. Our medical services offer her help
through her pregnancies, and our educational and peer counseling programs
provide her support where she learns valuable parenting skills while earning
essential material assistance for her family. With her most recent pregnancy,
Autumn wasn't sure that she could handle another baby. She came to CCWS to seek
help, and ultimately chose life for her baby!

Even through her pregnancies Autumn has always been hard working, picking up jobs wherever she can, even
working oddjobs at CCWS to provide for her family. The past few months have been some of the hardest that
Autumn has walked through. Besides the State orders to stay at home due the COVID-19 pandemic, Autumn is
now facing homelessness due to domestic relations that have torn her family apart. Having no where to go,
she was sleeping on a sofa at a friend’s home. Her children, not able to be with her until she can find a place
where they can all fit, she finds herself homeless and without her children. Passive and humble in nature,
Autumn did not immediately share her situation with us, but we knew something was wrong. After speaking
with her in confidence, she opened up and shared what she is going through. Immediately, we were able to
use funds from our COVID-19 Emergency Fund to get Autumn into a hotel for a few nights where she would be
safe. This allowed us to some time to utilize our resources to try to find a more permanent living solution for
her.
Unfortunately, the housing programs in Chester County are maxed out, and we were having trouble finding a
solution. Together we prayed with Autumn over the phone, asking our Heavenly Father to provide a safe home
for her and her children. Thirty minutes later we received a phone call from Autumn. We could hear the
excitement in her voice. Her friend called her to tell her about a 4-bedroom house that was immediately
available for rent. CCWS was able to help with her first months rent and she paid the security rent! Autumn
not only found a home and got her children back, but she learned a great deal about the importance of prayer.
She was so thankful that we took the time to pray with her, provide for her and help her through this
challenging time.

When the going gets tough, CCWS volunteer, Kristen
Meyer, gets tougher. Since the pandemic unfolding in
March, Kristin has been spending hours each day
working with clients who are facing major life crises.
From homelessness, to infant loss, to post-abortion
support, or relational issues, Kristen is there providing
non-judgmental support and guidance every step of
the way.
Prior to COVID-19 Kristin was volunteering one day a
week in our Coatesville center, but due to the
increased clients needs at this very moment, she is
now serving remotely on a daily basis.
When we asked Kristen why she is pouring so much
time into these clients she told us, "I see clearly Gods
amazing work in each of these courageous clients! I
love providing helpful parenting tips, but I truly
believe it’s all about the connections that God puts in
our lives! I love the opportunity to encourage others &
help them see their God-given gifts and talents."
One client is particularly thankful for all Kristen is
doing:
Thank You Lord for bringing special women in my
life to help guide me. I would like to give thanks &
many blessing to one of my sisters in Christ,
Mrs.Kristen. She has been such a encouraging
woman that I turn to when times seems tough.
She constantly reminds me to rely on God's word
and prayer. Thank You God for using Mrs.Kristen
and including her in your miraculous plan. When
I think no one understands she either relates or is
sincerely empathetic towards my feelings or my
situation. There has been many people that have
come in & out of my life. But there is that one
person I can rely on that will give me good orderly
direction. I can always count on Mrs.Kristen to
uplift my spirit.

*name has been changed to protect client identity

35 YEARS OF THANKS
CCWS celebrates 35 years of service to the community this year. And while things
may look much different today than we anticipated, our mission remains the same.
CCWS is here to serve those in crisis, to share about the love of Christ with our clients
and to help educate and empower mothers and fathers to make life-affirming
choices. CCWS is 90% volunteer based and 100% donation based. Without each
volunteer, donor and prayer warrior we would not exist. Because of YOU, these families are being cared for
and supported. For 35 years, lives are being changed and lives are being saved!
What started out a small office space in Thorndale, PA has blossomed into three medical facilities with
locations in Coatesville, Kennett Square and West Chester. Each year thousands of appointments are served to
help those facing unplanned pregnancies, those going through unimaginable relationship and financial
struggles, and those seeking help to obtain necessities, such as a car seat, diapers, formula or safe bedding.
We are here, every day giving a scared mother-to-be a shoulder to cry on, helping pay that electric bill so the
lights don't get turned off, teaching a father anger management strategies by our certified Life Coach,
providing formula for a mother who was watering down the small amount that she had left, securing a warm
room and bed for a young mom and her daughter through our homeless prevention program, and the list goes
on.
continued on next page...
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35 Years of Thanks (continued)...
Seeing our supporters step up during uncertain times is what keeps us going. Through May
22, 2020, CCWS has received COVID emergency funding from The United Way of Chester
County, The Cabot Kjellerup Foundation, Calvary Fellowship, Mission Community Church
and countless individual donors. Donations are coming in from new and long-time friends
of CCWS, who we are eager to meet and see in person again once we are able.
From the bottom of our hearts we thank you, especially during these uncertain times, for
supporting the CCWS life-sustaining mission.
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Jan 1 - March 31, 2020

Individual Clients Served: 432
Ultrasounds: 56
Spiritual Conversations: 212
Accepted Christ: 6
Pregnancy Tests: 67
Lives Saved from Abortion: 6
Educational Visits: 650*
Anger Management: 30
*Total number of educational visits (parenting, discipline, mentoring, Bible study, labor
& delivery, etc), including repeat client appointments.

GIVING IS EASY!
Your gift makes a difference:
$25 Gives one family diapers for one month.
$50 Gives one family formula for one month.
$100 Allows a family to attend parenting classes for one month.
$250 Provides a life-saving ultrasound.
$500 Provides rental assistance to mothers at risk of homelessness due to their
pregnancy.
$1,000 Sponsors one mother for the duration of her pregnancy.
"When I came into your office October 2018 I had no idea what
kind of bond I would be building with each and every one of you. All I know is
that I wanted to protect me and my child from a toxic situation and needed
guidance. You guys helped me with everything from items for my daughter, to
agencies for different needs, to personal prayers for me, to classes for
controlling my anger, and the support not judgement that I was often given❤
You have all seen me at my worst but still cared for me and never gave up on
me and my baby and I just want to thank each and every one of you for
everything...I wish I could give back in some way and one day I will when the
funds are right but my daughter and I just want to say thank you to the CCWS’s
employees and good bye for now ...we are closing this chapter in Chester
County and starting fresh somewhere else."
- Former West Chester Center Client

VISIT CCWSMEDICAL.ORG/DONATE TO MAKE A LIFE SAVING GIFT TODAY!

FACEBOOK.COM/CCWS

@CCWSMEDICAL

COATESVILLE | KENNETT SQUARE | WEST CHESTER
CCWSMEDICALINFO.ORG | 610.383.0930

